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and he held out hopes of English intervention.
A marriage between Elizabeth and Arran now
seemed quite out of the question. Cecil, how-
ever, was prepared to give Scotland assistance if
it could be done secretly. But, he asked, what
would Scotland promise in return ? Knox, on
the authority of the Lords, assured him that the
Protestants would " set abroad a charge and
commandment to our posterity, that the amity
and league between you and us ... be kept
inviolated for ever."
Cecil's problem was how to keep the English
intervention secret; his sovereign, Elizabeth, not
only hated Knox, but condemned all those who
dared to rise against their ruler, and she refused
to allow English aid to be given openly.   More-
over, there was  another point :  England and
France were for the time being at peace, and
English intervention  in  Scotland  would  be  a
breach of her treaty with France.    Knox had
asked to be allowed to come to England and
discuss  the objections,  and  Cecil,  with  much
reluctance,   arranged  for  him  to   confer  with
Crofts,   governor   of Berwick,   who   was   fully
apprised   of the   view  of the   English   Court.
Nothing came of the meeting : Knox was not a
man to act in secret in anything, anci a sharp
reproof came from Cecil that the negotiations
were known to Mary of Guise and must be dis-
continued.   Later a more discreet representative